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OR A T1üů 
Pronounced, JULY 4, 1798, 


AT THE REQUEST OF THE INHABITANTS OF 'THE TOWN OF 


BOSTON, 
IN COMMEMORATION OF THE ANNIVERSARY: 


: OF 
American Jndependence, 


Br FOSTAH QUINCY. | / | #440 


Een” — 


THE inroads upon our public liberty, call for reparation—The wrongs 
we have ſuſtained, call for—1usTice. That Reperation and that Juſtice, 
may yet be obtained, by UNION, SPIRIT, and FIRMNESS. But to 
divide and conquer was the maxim of the Devil in the garden of Eden, and 
to diſunite and enflave hath been the principle of all bis votaries from that 


period to the preſent. 
Ohſes vations on the Boſton Port=Bill, &c. p. 78. by the late J. Vi. xe, Jun. 


SECOND EDTTION. 
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Lown Uote. 


AT a Meeting of the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of the town of 
Bofton, duly qualified and legally warned in public Town-Meecting, aſſem- 


bled at Faneuil- Hall, the 4th day of July, A. D. 1798. 


ON MOTION, Voted, That the Selectmen be, and hereby are appoint- 
ed a Committee to wait on FOSTAH UNC, Eſq. in the name of the 
town, and thank him for the elegant and ſpirited ORATION, this day 
delivered by him at the requeſt of the town, upon the Anniverſary of the 
Independence of theUnited States of America, in which, according to the 
inſtitution of the town, he conſidered the feelings, manners, and principles, 
which led to that great National Event—and to requeſt of him a copy for 


the preſs. 
Atteſ. WILLIAM COOPER, Town-Clers. 
— Hy yn uO0y{@p RM 
; JULY 5, 1798. 
GENTLEMEN, 9 9 


I CANNOT give you the cuſtomary notice of my acquieſcence in 
the requeſt of my fellow-citizens, without expreſſing my gratitude for the 
indulgence, with which the enſuing ſentiments were received. If they 
have any merit, it reſults from firit and anxious regard, to what 
appeared to me truth and duty. The times require union, deciſion, vir- 


tue. With them, Americans are invincible. Without them, they are, 


and deſerve to be, ſlaves—and what is more — ſlaves to the worſt of maſ- 
ters. I am gentlemen, with every ſentiment of reſpect, 
your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


FOSTAH PUINCY. 
The Seleftmen of Boſton, 


* 


* 


5 * 
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An Orattion, Fc. 


Had this day, AMERICANs, returned auſ- 
picious as former anniverſaries, I ſhould, after the 
example of my predeceſſors, reſtri& myſelf to diſ- 
charge the tribute due to the paſt glories and future 
proſpects of our country. But at a time, when dark 
and gloomy clouds hang over the hopes of our na- 
tion, when hoſtile paſſions attribute this aſpect of 
public affairs to various cauſes, when through the 
falſe opinions of ſome, and the artful miſrepreſenta- 
tions of others, the principles of our revolution 
have been abuſed as precedents, or dreaded as in- 
ſtruments, of factious enterprize ; higher duties are 
added to the ordinary obli cations of this day and in- 
QUitution. Not only to extract from our ancient 
hiſtory the principles, feelings and manners, which 
led to that glorious event ; but alſo to compare 


8 


them with thoſe of our day, thereby to vindicate 


that period, and illuſtrate the events of the preſent. 


Tux principle, which ſtimulated, the feelings 
and manners, which made ſucceſsful our revolution, 
are in nothing different from thoſe, on which our 
country muſt, at this day, rely for ſalvation. And 
| thatſyſtemof oppreſſion, which made our declaration 
of Independence neceſſary, originated in the ſame 
malign paſſions, which, in our time, have produced 
diſtreſs to the United States, 


Tux principle of our revolution was ſimple ; a 
paſſion for Independence ; a high ſenſe of the eter- 
nal right of a great people to govern themſelves af- 
ter their own choice and manner. However aſſidu- 
ous our anceſtors were to hide it from Great Bri- 
tain, perhaps fortunate enough to conceal it from 
themſelves, their emigration, their ſtruggles in de- 
fence of their rights and ſoil, their ſentiments of ci- 
vil freedom and ſubjection were dictated by the ge- 
nuine ſpirit of Independence. That to this digni- 
ty the genius of our fathers aſpired, is evident from 
the principles and manners adopted in the earlieſt, 
and pertinaciouſly purſued to the lateſt periods of 
their hiſtory. Records of a memorable ſpirit exiſt. 
A ſpirit always vigilant and active, ever conſtructing 


barriers againſt European influence, cementing op- 
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poſition to it into a principle of patriotiſm, Pn | 
every conceſſion remotely implicating the indepen- 
dance of their eſtabliſhment, and hazarding, at all 
times, every thing dear, to preſerve for their off. 
fpring a pure, and unincumbered inheritance. E- 
ven to us, accuſtomed as we are to hardy avowals 
of right, their favorite maxims are objects of equal 
pride and admiration. That ſubjection terminated 
with removal. (2) That the duty of allegiance did 
not follow them to the ends of the earth.(a) That, 
not this principle. but the compact contained in the 
Charter, was the ſource of the powers of the crown, 
which it had no right to extend or reſume. (0 That 
the ſovereignty of the ſoil was in the aboriginal 
princes, whoſe prerogative purchaſe had transferred 
to them.(c) That the rights of ſelf-government re- 
ſulted from the actual compact of freemen. (4) From 
whence they deduced the qualities of an Independ- 
ent government, free trade, (e) peace, if it pleaſed 
with the enemies of England, (F) Independence 
from controul in elections, (g) from the embarraſſ- 
ments of judicial appeals, (H) and the binding force 
of acts of parliament. (i) 


() Hutchinſon's hiſt. Maſſ. Bay, x vol. 230 p. (5) Ibid. 237. 

(e) Ib. 230. (4) Ib. 45. (e) Ib. 179. (F) Letter of Maſſ. Gen. Ct. 
to Oliver Cromwell, Ib. 166, 452. (g) Petition of Gen. Ct. to Parl. 
1651, Ib. 448. (5) Gen Courts Declaration of Rights in 1662, Ib. 456. 


B 


(i) Ib. 2 vol. 12. 


— 
Tux operation of theſe principles approximated 
the old Charter government to an Independent Com- 
monwealth. (æ) Judicial proceſſes in the name, not 
of the king, but of the Colony,(/) the oath of alle- 
giance unadminiſtered, () laws of trade flight- 
ed, (n) refuſal, at the inſtance of the crown, to renew 
or yield their Charter, (o) holding it treaſon in their 
General Court to ſpeak of appeals to the king,(p) 
are ſymptoms of an high ſenſe of Independence, 
and precurſors of national ſovereignty. They ſprang 
up under the old Charter, and were nouriſhed by the 
moral, civil, religious, and military character of our 
anceſtors. The new charter, impoſed after the re- 
ſtoration checked, but did not deſtroy the ſeeds of 
national freedom. They are diſcovered burſting 
forth on all ſides in oppoſition to the kings gover- 
nors and parliamentary influence, in diſregard of 
acts of trade,(q) in declarations of the invalidity of 
taxation without repreſentation, (r) in ſecuring 
the controul of the Treaſury,(s) and graſping under 
every favourable pretence the claims of prerogative, 


Tuis bold ſentiment and practice, ſo inconſiſtent 
with the principle of monarchy and the Colonial 
relation, could not fail to touch the pride of Britain. 
Fortunately ſhe did not anticipate the importance 


() Hut. hiſt. Mas. Bay 2 vol. 10. (1) Ib. x vol. 163. (m) Ib, 289. 
(n) Tb. 290, 2vol. 12. (%) Ib. 163. (S) Ib. 64. () Ib. 83. 
{s) Ib. 266. 


11 


of the Colonies, until age and morals had given en- 
ergy and character to their eſtabliſhment, nor com- 
mence her aggreſſions, until the evils, in preſence and 
proſpect of European controul had rouſed the ſpirit 
of our anceſtors; whoſe moſt precious legacy to 
their deſcendants is the exemplary, diſcernmentand 
vigour, with which the deſigns of their enemies, open 
and concealed, were penetrated and oppoſed. The 
political hiſtory of our country exhibits ſcarce any 
other proſpeC than the work of Independence grad- 
ually advancing under cover of aſſertion of natural 
rights and refiſtance to regal aggreſſion ; ſucceſſive 
aſſumption followed by ſucceſſive irritation ; mate- 
rials for exploſion collecting: till at length the at- 
tempt to tax without actual repreſentation, inſtinct 
with fire and nitre,” con vulſed and {ſeparated the new 
world from the old. 


THe evils, which provoked this fpirit of Inde- 
pendence to the ſolemn declaration, which gives this 
day celebrity, were produced by external luxury, 
avarice and luſt of domination, co-operating with an in- 
ternal, depraved, ambitious, diſappointed fafion. To 
ſupport the preſſure of her maſſive debt, Britain nat- 
urally looked to the aid of her colonies. Their 
wealth, induſtry and enterprize promiſed a rich re- 
ſource of revenue. And theſe hopes were foſtered 
by a ſmall diſcontented party, which had exiſted a 
mong them from their firſt ſettlement, the leaders of 


which, having no reſort in talents or virtue, could a- 
lone quench the thirſt of ambition at the fountain of 
foreign ſupremacy. Py falſhood, by miſrepreſen- 
tation, by appealing to her avarice, and expoſing the 
nakedneſs of the land. this party encouraged and in- 
vited the aggreſſions of Britain. And by inſidiouſ- 
ly ſowing diſſenſions between the Colonies, by ſtriv- 

ing to difſever their intereſts, by malicious invec- 
tives againſt their chief patriots, by every art, through 
which groveling in.ent captivates groſs underſtand- 
ings, they attempted to ſcatter diſcord and diſunio: 
among the people. As early as 1646, the ſerpent 
faction, which fattens in a free ſoil, lurked at the 
root of our republic. Petitions for rights and priv- 
ileges, hoſtile to the inclination or intereſt of the 
people and its repreſentatives, were preferred, ac- 
companiedby the memorable threat of appealing to 
parliament if denied.(/) The government of the 
Colony replied to their complaints, but as their ex- 
preſſions had been contemptuous and ſeditious, they 
were reduced to reverence by the bitter, but whole- 
ſome, New-England regimen. Fine, ſuretyſhip and 
impriſonment avenged the dignity of the government 
and the majeſty ofthe people, inſulted in their rulers. 
There is this remarkable of the complaints to par- 
liament of theſe firſt American malcontents upon 
record, that none of their fucceſſors have materially 


( Hutch. vol. 1, p. 138 
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deviated from their path. They complain of the 
government, of the people and the pulpit. Of gov- 
ernment, becauſe, it was not managed by them. It 
muſt of conſequence be ill managed. Of the peo- 
ple, that they were ſo ignorant, or fo obſtir ate, 
that they would have confidence in their rulers, and 
would have none in the complainants. Ol the pul- 
pit, that it ſided with government and denounced 
the judgment of heaven againſt ſuch as were go- 
ing toEurope with evil intentions againſt the coun- 


3, 


try. 


Tus powers, operating without and within 
the colonies. produced thoſe aggreſſions, which led 
on our revolution. One faw in the controul of 
our revenues a rich reſource for luxury and neceſ- 
ſity. The other ſought to ſupply the deficiency 
of their ambition by external patronage. The ma- 
chinations of both rendered the colonies ſo con- 
temptible in the eyes of foreigners, and ſo weaken- 

ed the ties of domeſtic union, that the hopes of the 
people had well nigh been fruſtrated. But the ſpirit 
of Independence triumphed. The geniusof Amer- 
ica roſe ſlow, but terrible in wrath, and burſt thoſe 
chains, which forei gn vice had forged, and domeſtic 
treachery attempted to impoſe. 


Tae deſign of this inſtitution is to enliven and 
record in our boſoms, thoſe ſacred and pure princi- 
ples, manners and feelings, to which our country is 
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indebted for the high and happy rank ſhe holds 


among nations. A duty, at all times pleaſant and 


uſeful, is, at this day, peculiarly incumbent. Paſſions 


are abroad and operating in the land fimilar to thoſe, 


againſt which our fathers ſtruggled. External lux- 


_ ury, avarice and luſt of domination have again 


graſpedat the ſovereignty of ournation, and ſupport- 


ed internally, by a depraved, ambitious and diſap- 
pointed faction, had well nigh effected its intent. 


The ſpirit of our anceſtors, which had ſſumbered too 
long, is rouſed from its repoſe. Like trials threaten 
us. We have duties equally ſolemn to fulfil. Much 
is due to ourſelves, Much to a government the work 
of our hands, and which ſecures to us all the right 
of man, and all the bleſſing, of the ſocial compact. 
More to poſterity, of whoſe hopes, we are truſtees 
and guardians. But to the memories of our fore- 


| fathers, to thoſe principles, which wrought our In- 


dependence, whoſe truth and value they ſealed with 
their blood, not to tarniſh their glories, nor fall be- 
hind them in virtue, we owe an eternal obligation. 


Ir does not need a nice eye to mark the ſimilar- 


ity between the principles and duties of paſt and pre- 
ſent periods. Meaſures and objects, means and ends 


are the ſame. Names and nations have changed. 


But foreign and domeſtic tyrants, the enemies of 
public liberty and ſocial order, providence, in mer- 


cy to man, has reſtricted to one ſyſtem of ſchemes, 


*- 
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with power only to vary the compoſition and appli- 
cation of their poiſons, according to the varied ſanity 
and diſorder of the public mind. The projects of 
Androſs, and Randolpb, and Dudley, and Hutchin- 
ſon, and Barnard are revived in our day. Thoſe 
projets are confined neither to time nor place. 
They are univerſal as human paſſion, and eternal 
as the nature of man. Whenever ambition and 
luxury unite in the ſupreme power of a potent na- 
tion, it will never fail to invade the rights, and un- 
der ſome pretence or other to attempt the controul 
of its neighbours. And real republics always open a 
wide field for © diplomatic agencies,” In that ſpecies 
of government, a party ever has ariſen, and ever 
will ariſe, hoſtile to the intereſts and liberties of the 
people. In the ſtrife for popular favor all cannot 
be gratified. Dilappointment will ſeek revenge. En- 
vy purſue its rival. Luſt of power pant for eleva- 
tion. There will ever exiſt ignorance to be miſled, 
and vicious hopes to be pampered, If the nation 
in itſelf do not afford theſe paſſions means of grati- 
fication, they will ſeek ſatiety from foreign connec- 
tions and influence. The union of theſe has been. 
always fatal to republics. 


Taz factious ſpirits, whole intrigues have pro- 
duced fuch loſſes and diſtreſs to the United States, 
and forced our federated ſtars ſrom the pathway of 
Peace and heaven, are ſervile copieſts of thoſe an- 
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tient enemies of Colonial Independence. They have 
neither the claim of originals, the merit of ingenuity, 
nor the charm of novelty. It is not a mere general 
reſemblance. It is the old piece in a new poſition. 
The ſame in character and attitude, in expreſſion. 
and paſſion, in drapery and deſign. The tories and 
royaliſts of old time, compared with the true friends 
of America, were a ſmall and weak party; unable 3 
to acquire the confidence of the people. Ambition, 2 
which cannot be gratified by honorable means, has 
a ſure reſource in intrigue. Their invitations ſti- 
mulated and encouraged aggreſſion. They marked 

out the plan for our enemies. Divide and conquer. 
Inſert your influence amid the parties of the State. 
Corrupt the avaricious, frighten the weak, vilify f 
virtue, turn talents to ridicule, weaken the obliga- 7 
tions of morality, deſtroy the influence of religion, 4 
make men worthy to be ſlaves, and they will ſue for 
fetters. How minutely the opponents of the will of 
the people have adhered to theſe principles in our day 
is too obvious to remark. We ſhall find the like- 
neſs not leſs ſtriking, if, keeping our own times in 
view, we call to recollection the arts by which the 
tories and royaliſts formerly played this eternal 
game of tyranny. To encourage and unite the in- 
habitants of the old world, they every where pro- 
claimed us a divided people; that embarked in a 'F 
common caule, we refuſed to bear our ſhare of ex- 
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— 
pence; that reared under their wing, in our ſtrength, 
we were unmindful of our patrons. In America dif- 
ferent changes were rung. They attempted to ſet 
at variance the ſouthern and northern colonies ; to 
make the orders of ſtate contend; to render the poor 
ſuſpicious of the rich; the rich fearful of the poor. 
They told the people of fleets and armies; of the 
power of the adveriary, and their weakneſs. The 

arms and victories of a nation, then {tiled terrible 
to her enemies, and generous to her friends, were 
painted in colours belt ſuited to alarm. The fin, 
the crying ſin of ingratitude, to a nation, who had 
fought our battles, the bones of whoſe warriors 
were mingledin the ſame plains with ours, was bla- 
zoned in terms deſigned to make us odious and con- 
temptible at home and abroad. Every man of ta- 
lent and virtue was deſignated as an object of the moſt 
atrocious ſlander. Our Clergy, God ever preſerve 
to them the glorious prerogative !—calumniated by 
the enemies of their country. Our patriots, loaded 
with every inſult, which abandoned minds could in- 
vent. Otis the ſpirited and eloquent ſtateſman; May- 
ber, the man of wit, learning and piety; Adams, 
the equal pride of paſt and preſent times. (a) 


(») Vid. the ſeries of Political Eſſays in Newſpapers for 10 years pre- 
ceding the Revolution, particularly the writings of Novanglus, in Edes 
and Gill's Gazette, commencing January, 1775. and thoſe of Maſſachuſet - 
tenſis in the Boſton Chronicle about the ſame period. 
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This is hiſtory. May we not ſay, it is alſo pro- 
phecy? Exchange Britain for France, monarchical 
for republican forms of controul and corruption, 
inſtead of a Britiſh Governor, place a French Envoy 
at the head of the party ; in the room of rebel and 
traitor let them be furniſhed with the offenſive epi- 
thets, Ariſtocrats and Engliſhmen, give them new 
weapons and new cloaks, and the tories and royaliſts 
of Seventy Fiveare the Jacobins and Excluſive Pa- 
triots of Ninety Eight*. The reſemblance between 
theſe periods reſults from the uniformity of the paſ- 
ſions, by which deſpotic deſign is neceſſitated to 
operate. Notwithſtanding the infinite ſhapes it aſ- 
fumes, its hopes exiſt on two reſources only; to de- 
ceive, or to debaſe the people. Tothe former, igno- 
rance and falſhood are the ready paths, and all vi- 
cious projects are advanced by demoralizing man, 
For moral ſenſe once deſtroyed, and confidence in vir- 
tue ſhaken, the people, deprived of chart or compals, 
will commit the charge of the veſſel to every bold 
adventurer, who will ſeize upon the helm. Let us 


Since this performance was pronounc- 

ed, it has been ſuggeſted to me that juſtneſs and accuracy require a 
diſcrimination in favour of thoſe who in former and preſent times were 
miſtaken followers of arch tories and Jacobins. It cannot be expect- 
ed that a work, neceſſarily of ageneral nature, ſhould include minute ſhades 
ef character. I owe it however to truth to remark, that on the one hand, 
as the myſtical names of loyalty and allegiance, as well as the venerable 
ones of order and good government, form an apology for many 
enemies of our revolution, ſo on the other, names equally myſtical, gra- 
titude and fraternity, and thoſe equally venerable, liberty, equality, 
and rights of man, are no leſs a palliation for the aberration of good men 


into paths, which terminate in the utter deſtruction of all that is ſacred 
and venerable on earth. | 
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19 
not then deceive ourſelves. But inſtead of looſe 
execrations, examine the evil, and apply the remedy. 


Son men exclaim, © The vile ſpirit of party is 
our ruin, Corruption has gained ground among us. 
Theſe inſults and aggreſſions are fruits of their en- 
couragement.“ It is doubtleſs true that ſuch influ- 
enceexiſts in our country. Againſt ours, as againſt 
all preceding republics, corruption and faction are 


leagued. But the attempts of thele, although they 


produce inconvenience, can never, without other 
aid, deſtroy our national independence. Others 
cry, the perfidy and avarice of the ruling powers 
in France have laid a deep ſcheme, againſt our ſov- 
ereignty.” It is not to be doubted that in the career 


of victory and crimes, ſuch plans are drawn, and 


even now executing. But ſchemes like theſe, though 
formidable, cannot alone ſap our eſtabliſhment. 
The government of the United States, extending pro- 
tection to its citizens, ſhowering bleſſings around 


the people, rich and ſtrong in their affections, can- 


not be uprooted by ſuch enemies, however power- 
ful. The danger lies nearer home. It exiſts—par- 
don the reflection, not ſuch as are pleaſant, but ſuch 
as are uſeful, belong to this period—it exiſts—I fear 


you will think me too preſumptuous—it exiſts, A- 
mericans, in our own bofoms. It is the indolence, 


with which we have ſupported government, the 
calmneſs, with which we have heard it calumniated, 
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the feeble, and ſometimes doubtful, ſupport, we have 
yielded to it, that have given ſtrength and ſpirits to 
eftructive deſign, internal and external. Immerſ- 
ed in private intereſts, and perſonal projects, we 
have not been attentive enough to thoſe eſtabliſh- 
ments, which can alone give permanent value to ac- 
quiſition or improvement. While each man has 
been ſhifting off the burden of ſupporting govern- 
ment, on his neighbour, all have viewed, with ſur- 


prize and indignation, at one time, a domeſtic inſur- 
rection threatening its infancy ; at another, an inſo- 
lent foreigner ſeizing the deareſt attributes of ſove- 
reignty ; and now, ſacrifices equally derogatory to 
national honor and intereſt demanded from us. But 
could we reaſonably expect the reverſe? An individ- 3 
ual is thought to merit inſult, if he ſaſfer it with q 
impunity. Want of ſpirit to reſent, not only in- I 
vites injury, but is among the marks of its deſcrt. F 
Yet we, Americans, the deſcendants of Sires renown- | 
ed for their juſtice and ſpirit, have heard daily a 
government of our own choice and creation ridicu- 
led, vilified, calumniated, we have ſeen every art 


exerted to propagate the tale of falſehood, not only 
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without puniſhment, but almoſt without reproof. 

If a people will not take the trouble to reſcue its 
government from infamy among themſelves, have 

they right to complain, if it be not reſpected by for- 
eigners? If in the full bloom and vigor of youth, 9 
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_ while profuſely ſcattering around us rich fruits, it 
cannot intereſt us enough to protect its charadt e. 
from obloquy, and its exiſtence from attack, is 1: not 
natural for our enemies to expect its utter dilſoin- 
tion, when, checked by embarrefſments, it canns: 
yield ſuch luxuriant bounties ? And how certain'y 
do they already rely on its deſtruction, when, by th= 
neceſſities to which it has been iniquitouſly reduced, 
it ſhall apply to the direct contribution of the peo- 
ple! 

Ac AIN ; the rulers of our nation were ſelect- 
ed by the people from amid themſelves, for cheir ta- 
lents, virtues, and patriotiſm. Emanating from th: 
common maſs, returnable into it at ſtated periods, 
with intereſts, views and feelings, which could not 
be hoſlile to thoſe of their conſtituents ; above all, 
for the moſt part, leaders and pride of our Indepen- 
dence, what other requiſites could exiſt to enſure the 
attachment and confidence of the people? Yet what 
has been the reſult? From the adoption of the Fed- 
_ eral Conſtitution, a current of calumny and abuſe, 
repleniſhed from ſources the moſt vile and wicked, 
has never ceaſed to pour upon our rulers. While 
we, high ſpirited republicans, in ful! exerciſe and 
boaſt of the energy of virtuous, and the foreſight of 
intelligent minds, have liſtened calmly to theſe in- 
vectives; and without reflecting. that the keeneſt of 
all inſults againſt the people is that, which holds up 
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its repreſentatives to diſhonor, this language has 
been ſubmitted to from men, the loudeſt, on all occa- 
ſions, in their pretended veneration and care of the 
people. Need I call you this day to the diſguſting 
recollection of the calumnies and falſchoods, which 
have been propagated concerning our beſt and moſt 
virtuous citizens; our clergy; the majority of both 
nouſes of Congreſs; the heads of all the departments 
of State; the preſent head of our nation; or ſhall I 
point you, to that injured hero, who, like the depart- 
ing ſun, looks through the ſhades of Mount Vernon, 


on this weſtern world, refulgent with his glories ? 


Tars practice and forbearance: we have not 
learnt, Americans, of our anceſtors. They were 
well apprized that ſuch abuſe is treachery the moſt 
malignant againſt the republic in as much as it de- 
ſtroys the moral qualities of the people; breaks down 
the barriers which ſeparate and diſtinguiſh vice from 
virtue; diminiſhes the greateſt ſecurity of the people 
in a ruler, by making one event to patriots and trai- 1 
tors. Of theſe facts, and of the ſpirit, which has 3 
cone forth to lay principle and character low, none 
of us are ignorant. The evidences are before and 
around us. They meet us in the ſtreet. They 
follow us into our houſes, They infect the purity 
of the country; and diſturb the tranquillity of the N 
town. Americans are every moment witneſſes of q | 
the malignity ol their virulence. Yet, ſtrange in-- 
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fatuation! the manufacturers and venders of theſe 
poiſons are ſupported and encouraged among us. 
And there are many, who give credit to their in- 


tentions, or in charity, transfer the guilt, from their 
hearts, to their underſtandings. But have not the 
people a dear property in the virtues of their ru- 
lers? Will they look on unconcerned ſpectators, 
while that property is violated? Are men of talents 
and integrity of ſuch ſpontaneous and abundant 
growth, that we can afford to trample on them rude- 
ly, or make them abhor our favours ? To what will 
theſe things lead? Experience daily gives the an- 
| ſwer. Men of talents retire, or refuſe your proffer- 
ed honors. True ſpirit cannot long bear to be a 
butt for the ſhafts of calumny. If the juſtice of 
their country will not ſecure the fame of good men, 
they will ſeek, in retirement, conſolation for its in- 
juſtice. And who will ſucceed ? Bold and hardy 
ambition, that ſeeks his own emolument, not the wel- 
fare of the State; from whoſe brazen front, the darts 
of juſt reproach leap back, blunted ; that will fac- 
rifice his country, and take care to recompence up- 
on the people, —Ah ! keenly to recompence, their 
unjuſt ſuſpicions of virtue, or thoughtleſs indolence 
in its defence. 


Mzncrrur and righteous have been the ways 
of Providence to our nation. It had crowned our 
cup high with bounties. The United States walk 


4 8 
ed forth, among the people of the earth, in the bloom 
and majeſty of youth and freedom. Proſperiiy be- 
gan to obliterate the principles of our forefathers, 


to corrupt their ſimple and pure manners, and to 


weaken that attachment to country, which was their 


diſtinguiſhing attribute. Like the other choſen 
people of the moſt high, we began to run after 
ſtrange deities, the idols of other nations; to for- 
ſake his altar, for the new temple of liberty, which 
has no GOD; to look with leſs awe on conſtitu- 
tions, reſting on religion, the rock of ages, cement- 
ed by the blood of our fathers, upheld by morals, 
venerable by early habit and recent obligation. The 
black whirlwind, which ſpreads diſorder and deſo- 
lation over the face of Europe, curls threatening 
towards our ſhores. The impending evil has haſ- 
tened us back to ourſelves, to the principles and feel- 
ings of our anceſtors, to a right and high ſenſe of 
our duties. Our coaſts ravaged from the Miſhſippi 
to the St. Croix, the blood of thouſands ſtreaming 
again for Independence, a century of war is a cheap 
price for this renovated temper and unclouded 
viſion. | 


Bur on this ſpirit alone, we muſt not rely for 
ſalvation. The day of trial will require higher en- 
ergies and ſeverer duties. Let no man perſuade 
himſelf that this ſtate of things will ceaſe, or Inde- 
pendence be preſerved without arduous conflicts; 


without conflicts of blood. Look around you, my 
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countrymen, and burſt thoſe films with which faul 


ty love and momentary intereſts, heretofore dark- 


ened your viſion. Recollect the obſtinate perſe- 


verance, with which every agent of republicanized 
France has ſtriven to graſp your ſovereignty ; to re- 
vive antient antipathies; and, by oſtentatious diſplay 


of love, to create a claim for dangerous reciprocity. 


Recall to your minds the venom, with which her 
miſſionaries, principal and ſubordinate, open and 
concealed, have corroded your firſt Patriots and Vir- 
tues, and with what rancour they continue to this 
hour, ſhameleſs, their infamous falſhoods and ca- 
lumnies. Turn your eyes to the other fide of the 


atlantic, and ſhake off that indolence, and love of 


eaſe, into which peace and deluſive ſecurity have 
ſunk you. Behold in Europe, a new Empire, like 
the Macedonian and Roman, progreſſing forward, in 
the ſame paths, and by the ſame means, to univerſal 


dominion. See it, under ſpecious pretence of giv- 


ing liberty and rights, entailing ſlavery and wretch- 
edneſs, on proſtrate man. And learn, that in all 
this, there is nothing new either in project or execu- 
tion. When Phillip aſpired to ſeize the ſovereign- 
ty of Greece, think you that he proclaimed his de- 
ſignsto the world? He (v) too firſt intereſted the zeal 
of the Grecians, by pretended concern for their relig- 


(») Travels of Anarcharſis the younger by the Abbe Barthelemi, vol. 5, 


ch. 61. vol. 7, ch. 82. 
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ion and rights; by ſplendid ſucceſſes over diſtant 


nations, he exalted their admiration; and by profeſ- 
ſions of pure and virtuous intent, excited their enthu- 


ſiaſm. While he was ſecuring the ſurrounding king- 
doms, ſome by conqueſt, others by alliance, and 


while the true patriots and ſtateſmen of Greece 
were ſtriving to rouſe the pecple from their lethar- 
gy, before he became invincible, his © diplomatic a- 


gents” were compoſing their fears, weakening the in- 
fluence of all the friends of their country, calling 
them mercenaries of the Great Perſian king, the an- 


tient enemy of Greece, painting the bleſſings of 


peace and the horrors of war, and notwithſtanding 
one nation after another was falling victim to his 
arms, by theſe arts, they rocked the people into ſuch 
fatal repoſe, that they collected not their force, until 
it was too late. Greece like her neighbours, ſunk 
into ſubjection. And under a feigned alliance, be- 
came a tributary ſtream to that Macedonian torrent, 
which deſolated the Aſiatic world. 


Tur ſame projects on a broader ſcale made the 
Univerſe paſs under the Roman yoke. Hear one of 
their hiſtorians. © By affecting moderation in victo- 
ries, (2) by appearing only ſolicitous for the inter- 


eſts of their allies, (a) by diſclaiming all ends but 


the proſperity of the people, (4) by proclaiming 
themſelves generous to their friends and terrible on- 
ly to their enemies, the Romans haſtened to univer- 


(a) 1 Ferg. Rom. Rep. 212. (6) Ib. 213. 
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ſal dominion, In all their ſucceſſes, reſerving noth- 
ing to themſelves, beſides the power of giving away 


entire kingdoms and provinces; or in other words, 


they reſerved nothing but the power of ſeizing the 


whole, at a proper time, and for the preſent, the ſu- 


preme aſcendant over all the conquered provinces, 


that were given away, and over thoſe who received 
them. Taking care ſo to balance (c) the parties in 
the State, to which they had given a nominal Inde- 


pendence, that no formidable combination cculd be 


formed againſt their ſovereignty, and if one or a 
few parties ſhould preſume to withſtand their power, 
many others were ready to jointhe cry of ingratitude; 
and to treat oppoſition to them, as an unworthy return 
to thoſe, who had ſo generouſly eſpouſed the cauſe 
of mankind.” Shall I inſult your underſtandings 
by a formal application of this hiſtory ? Look at It- 


aly and Holland, plundered, proſtrate, and enſlaved; 


paying their whole wealth for their freedom, and 
their liberties, yet at nurſe, under the bayonets of 
Fifty Thouſand Frenchmen. See Venice given 
away at a bargain; and Swiſs mountains, whoſe 
bare and icy breaſts upheld liberty to the hea- 
vens, penetrated, vanquiſhed and chained. Be- 
hold an hundred thouſand warriors, with -ſwords 
encruſted with blood, ready to paſs into Bri- 
tain. Into Britain did I fay ? Into America; into 
any land, that oppoſes obſtacles to their ambition, 


or offers plunder for their rapine. We have al- 


lowed ourſelves too long to be deluded, Americans, 
Cc) Tb. 215. 5 
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The fear of that abuſe, which in ours, as in all 


8 


countries, is the inheritance of virtue and patriot- 
iſm, has kept truth too long in the ſhade. But the 
day of apology is paſſed. It is in vain; it is treach- 
erous now to palliate the iniquitous defign. Our go- 
vernment has declared, andthe people from one end 
of the continent to the other are echoin g the diſgrace- 
ful truth. That Independence, for which our fa- 
thers ſo long and ardently ſtrove, and to which they 
waded through blood and peril, has been aſſaulted; 


our rights invaded ; the liberty of deciding on its 


own intereſts denied to our government; its moſt ſo- 


lemn acts infidiouſly repreſented as the work of a 


faction; and you, yes, you, my countrymen, been 


incited to plunder your conſtituted authorities of 


your choiceſt delegated powers, and under the plau- 
fible pretext of aſſuming your natural rights, to o- 


pen an opportunity to foreigners to ſeize your liber- 


ties by your diviſions. Praiſe be to him, who rules 
among the paſſions of the human heart, the inſidi- 
ous appeal of foreigners to the people has been an- 
ſwered to their cor fuſion. With an holy indigna- 
tion, worthy the chiefs of the revolution, worthy 
their deſcendants, the people have vindicated their 
Independence, they have fcorned to be cheated out 
of their rights, have broken the ſhackles of too par- 
tial an affection, and diſſolved the charms of grati- 
tude. under which, too long for their honor or in- 


tereſt, they had ſlumbered. Thanks to the firm 


and ſtern texture of our conſtitution ; thanks to the 


EE 
bold Independence of the head of our nation; to the 
firm and manly conduct of our envoys ; above all, 
thanks to the ſpirit of our forefathers, deſcended a- 
gain to bleſs their poſterity, we have eſcaped the 
ſnare. Inſtead of gloom, it is a day of exultation. 
Inſtead of deſpondence, joy ſhould penetrate and 
enliven our countenances and hearts. Americans 
have returned to their government; they have re- 
turned to the principles of their revolution ; to the 
influence of their beſt and moſt virtuous citizens, 
from whom, by dark policy, they had been eſtrang- 
ed. We had drank deep of the cup of her love, 
brimmed with principles, noxious to morality, as we!l 
as to Independence. At the moment, when the laſt 
dreadful draught was mingled for us, it is ſtricken 
from her hand, and the ſwords of millions of free- 
men gleam half ſprung from their ſcabbards, indig- 
nant at the inſult. Think you Americans, that the 
ſpirits of our departed patriots and heroes, from 
amid the band of the perfect and juſt, look not down 
complacent on the events of our day ? Yes, ſurely ; 
and cn their thrones exult, THESE AGE OUR 
CHILDREN.” 


Laudable 1s your zeal, my countrymen ; juſt 
your indignation. What! Americans, with your 
knowledge, habits, and virtues, rich in governments, 
and rulers of your choice, fortified by morality, 
inſpired by the hopes of religion, ſhall ye be placed 
on a level with the groſs and reſtleſs ſlaves of an- 
tient deſpotiſms? Shall ye be dupes of the ſame 
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hacknied arts as they? Shall your governments, the 
reſult of your calm inveſtigation, filled with pure, 
guarded by youthful blood, be drugged by the ſame 
groſs opiates as have drenched in death, aged, cor- 
rupt European fibres? With the records of your 
anceſtors in your hands, their maxims on your 
hearts, ſhall ye be frightened into diſgraceful ſacri- 
fices, or deſcend to try liberty by arithmetical pro- 


Fels, open accounts betweeu Independence and ſub- 


wiſhon, ſtrike balances, and make nice calculations, 
how much it will coſt to be freemen, and what you 
may hope to keep, and be ſlaves? The tombs of 
your fathers, alas! untimely reared ; the bleach- 
ed bones of your warriors, which the plough ſhare, 
in induſtrious progreſs, upturns to the ſky, excite 
different ſen iments, rouſe to other duties. Not a 
paltry tax, leſs than the neceſſities of all governments 


require, not burdens incumbent, but threatened, 


prompted their ſtruggles, pointed them to glory. 
It 3s better to die, than be ſlaves. And to their high 
ſentiment, payment of a pepper- coin on principles 


derogatory to their rights or their honour was fla ve- 


ry, worthy to be repelled at the riſque of life and of 
all that is dear to man. They alſo were tempted 
by the fair names of peace and of plenty. But, what 
ſecurity tor peace, except national ſpirit and power ? 
And what can the ſword take away, which rapine 
will ſpare ? Away then, with theſe fallacious hopes, 
which delude our hearts and weaken our vigour. 
With no common voice our country commands us 
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to ſhield her from diſgrace; from devaſtation, this 
land, the delight of freemen; from deſtruction, thoſe 
dwellings now the abode of peace and of Joy ; from 
defilement, theſe altars. where reaſon unites her in- 
cenſe with devotion ; and from pollution, thoſe fair 
boſoms, native manſions of purity and truth. 


Tas ark of liberty is, among the virtuous, union 
invincible. Guard. therefore, againſt faction, the 
viper. Guard, as the bulwark of your hopes, the 
fame and honor of your rulers. Above all, guard a- 
gainſt thoſe baſe, unmanly ſaſpicions, by which fo- 
reign and domeſtic enemies ſtrive to break the an- 
chor of Independence, confidence between rulers 
and people. Then, Americans, you may rely with 
aſſurance, that, —if ſuch be the will of the Supreme 
ruler,—you ſhall preſerve the peace and liberty, you 
ſo juſtly prize, and your country maintain, in hon- 


or and virtue, that high and happy rank, ſhe holds 


among nations. 
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